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DEVOTION TO DIVINE MERCY 
n recent history, the Devotion to Divine Mercy, 

promoted by St. Faustina, has grown in popularity, and 

was of particular importance to Pope St. John Paul II. He 

said, “Right from the beginning of my ministry in St. Peter’s 

See in Rome, I considered this message [of Divine Mercy] 

my special task. Providence has assigned it to me in the 

present situation of man, the Church, and the world. It 

could be said that precisely this situation assigned that 

message to me as my task before God.” The message of 

Divine Mercy reaches to the heart of the 

Gospel. It is the message of God’s great and 

infinite mercy for mankind. It is the good 

news of the God whose love is so great He 

became man and died for us to save us from 

our sins. Yet, in order to help us believe and 

trust more deeply in this mercy, Jesus has 

recalled this truth to the Church through St. 

Faustina and Pope St. John Paul II. Further, 

with the promises He gave to those who would practice the 

devotion, He has called us anew to bring the message of 

that mercy to the world. Jesus gave St. Faustina five 

practices by which we can begin to let our lives be more 

deeply shaped by Divine Mercy. These practices are meant 

to lead us to reflect more deeply on the gift of Divine Mercy 

in our lives so as to inspire in us a deeper love of Jesus and 

a greater desire to share His mercy with others.     

Divine Mercy Sunday  

ivine Mercy Sunday, or the second Sunday of Easter, 

is the eighth day of Easter and provides the climax to 

the octave celebration. Fr. Michael Gaitley, one of the 

popularizers of the Divine Mercy message, writes that, “In 

a sense, it’s the most important day of the most important 

feast!” Jesus promised to St. Faustina that those who 

approached His mercy, in great trust on this day, would 

receive great graces. He promised:  

On that day, the very depths of My tender mercy 

are opened. I pour out a whole ocean of graces 

upon those souls who approach the fount of My 

mercy … On that day, all the divine floodgates 

through which graces flow are opened.  

Alongside this generic promise of grace, Jesus also 

promised a specific grace on this day. Jesus told St. 

Faustina, “The soul that will go to Confession and receive 

Holy Communion shall obtain forgiveness of sins and 

punishment.” In other words, those who receive Holy 

Communion and go to confession on Divine Mercy Sunday 

will receive the same grace as that offered through a 

plenary indulgence. However, Fr. Michael Gaitley 

points out that this promise is different from a 

plenary indulgence because, unlike an indulgence, 

one does not need to be wholly detached from all 

sin or pray for the intentions of the Holy Father.  

All that is necessary for one to receive this grace is 

great trust in Christ’s mercy, a valid Confession, 

and the reception of Holy Communion with the 

intention to receive this grace.  This is an incredible 

grace offered each year by our Lord and one which we 

should take advantage of! By remitting all punishment 

(purgatory time), this grace is akin to a spiritual restart. 

Further, the Church also offers a plenary indulgence on this 

day to those, who under the normal conditions, participate 

in devotions to Divine Mercy.    

The Divine Mercy Image 
he second part of the Divine Mercy Devotion is the 

Divine Mercy Image.  Jesus requested of St. Faustina 

that she have an image painted of how He appeared to her.  

The image she had painted is the image we know as the 

Divine Mercy Image. The various parts of the image have 

various meanings and each provides ample material for 

meditation. Unique to the image are the rays of red and 

white light streaming from the wound in Christ’s side. This 

recalls the blood and water which poured forth from His 

side at the Crucifixion. The blood and water are often seen 

by scripture scholars and the Church Fathers as 

representative of the Eucharist and Baptism, and by 

extension the other sacraments as well. This image reveals 

that in His crucifixion, Jesus opened for us a fount of 
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Divine Mercy that we can access through our participation 

in the Eucharist, Confession and the other sacraments. It is 

in the sacraments that we encounter Christ and His mercy. 

But not only that, since these streams flow from His Heart, 

we are also invited to draw nearer 

and nearer to their source, the loving 

Heart of Jesus itself. Jesus is inviting 

us to know Him in the intimacy of 

His Heart through His abundant 

mercy. But to do so we must partake 

in the sacraments and devote time to 

prayer, entrusting ourselves to Him, 

so that we can truly say “Jesus, I 

trust in you”. The Divine Mercy Image makes known to us 

this promise of God’s mercy.      

ot only does the image reveal to us Jesus and His 

abundant mercy, He Himself also promised great 

graces to those who venerate and pray with the image.  He 

told St. Faustina: 

I am offering people a vessel with which they are 

to keep coming to for graces… that vessel is this 

image with the signature, “Jesus, I trust in you.” 

By means of this image, I shall be granting many 

graces to souls.  

The Novena to Divine Mercy  
he Novena to Divine Mercy, is the third part of the 

Divine Mercy devotion. Jesus gave this novena to St.  

Faustina with the promise that, “By this novena, I will grant 

every possible grace to souls.” Jesus asked that, on each of 

the nine days of the novena, a particular group of people be 

entrusted to Him and His mercy. This novena can be 

prayed at any time during the year, but a particularly fitting 

time to pray it are the days leading up to Divine Mercy 

Sunday. In this case, the novena begins on Good Friday, the 

day we celebrate the font of Divine Mercy being opened to 

us on the Cross. It is fitting, therefore, that as we celebrate 

this event we also begin to bring people to this font, in 

prayer, trusting that through Jesus’s mercy our prayers will 

be efficacious for their salvation. Combining the novena 

with Good Friday and the Octave of Easter, it becomes a 

powerful reminder that we are celebrating Christ’s salvific 

work during this time, and it awakens in us a deep 

awareness and trust in this work’s effects in our own lives 

and the lives of others.    

The Divine Mercy Chaplet 
he Divine Mercy Chaplet is prayed on regular rosary 

beads. On the Our Father beads, a person recites, 

“Eternal Father, I offer you the Body and Blood, Soul and 

Divinity of your dearly beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ 

in atonement for our sins and those of the whole world.” 

On the Hail Mary beads one recites, “For the sake of His 

sorrowful passion, have mercy on us and on the whole 

world.”  As the prayers show, the Divine Mercy Chaplet 

(like the Divine Mercy Image) emphasizes that God’s mercy 

is available to us in the Eucharist through Christ’s sacrifice 

on the cross. In the prayers of the chaplet, we continue to 

lift up to the Father the most powerful of prayers: The Holy 

Sacrifice of the Mass.  In saying these prayers, we are 

asking the Father to extend the graces He offers through 

the Mass to the whole world. The chaplet reminds us that 

the Eucharist is not only the summit of our faith, but also 

its source.  Everything we do as Christians flows from the 

grace we receive in the Eucharist.  

he promises attached to saying the chaplet are many. 

Striking, however, is that many of them are promises 

of grace for souls at the hour of death. Regarding the 

chaplet, Jesus told St. Faustina: 

The souls that say this chaplet will be embraced by 

My mercy during their lifetime and especially at 

the hour of their death.  

and   

My daughter, encourage souls to say the chaplet 

which I have given to you. It pleases Me to grant 

everything they ask of Me by saying the chaplet. 

When hardened sinners say it, I will fill their souls 

with peace, and the hour of their death will be a 

happy one.  

The Hour of Great Mercy  
he fifth and final devotion specifically tied to St. 

Faustina’s writings on Divine Mercy is the Hour of 

Great Mercy. This is the hour from 3 PM to 4 PM, the hour 
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at which Jesus died on the cross. The practice of this 

devotion is fulfilled by turning our hearts to Jesus and 

recalling His passion during this hour.  As Father Michael 

Gaitley puts it, “What Jesus wants above all in this 

devotion, is that we have mercy on him!” The practice of 

the Hour of Great Mercy, then, is to turn to Jesus, in His 

passion and crucifixion, and console Him by our presence 

and attend to His suffering.  Jesus asked St. Faustina to 

pray the Stations of the Cross if her duties allowed, but 

there are numerous other ways to observe the hour. One 

could pray the sorrowful mysteries of the Rosary, pray the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet or Novena, visit the Blessed 

Sacrament, etc. What is important is not necessarily the 

way in which one practices the hour, but that, in practicing 

it, one turns their attention to the passion of Christ.  Jesus, 

explaining to St. Faustina what she was to do if she was not 

able to pray the Stations or visit the Blessed Sacrament, 

said:  

Should you be unable to step into the chapel, 

immerse yourself in prayer there where you 

happen to be… and if only for a brief moment 

immerse yourself in My Passion, particularly in 

My abandonment at the moment of my agony.  

The practice of this hour also comes with the promise of 

great grace. Jesus promised: 

This is the hour of great mercy for the whole world 

… I will refuse nothing to the soul that makes a 

request of Me in virtue of My Passion. 

Divine Mercy Sunday at St. John’s   
his year St.  John’s will celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday 

with added opportunities for the sacrament of 

Confession, Eucharistic Adoration, and the praying of the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet. Divine Mercy Sunday falls on April 

8th this year. Adoration and Confession will begin around 1 

PM and continue till 3 PM. The celebration will close with 

the Divine Mercy Chaplet. Look for more information in 

the bulletin as the date approaches. Come join us for this 

opportunity to encounter and celebrate the Lord and His 

Mercy and to receive the extraordinary graces He offers to 

those who practice this devotion. As we enter into Easter 

this year let us pray that our lives will make known the 

Lord’s abundant mercy.1

New Stewardship Opportunities 
 

n last Fall’s Stewardship Time and Talent renewal, St. 

John’s included a short survey of potential new 

ministries and groups that parishioners would be most 

interested in seeing started. As we are a few months 

removed from that now, I thought I would share with the 

parish the results of that survey. I would also like to provide 

a vision for the most desired groups and make an appeal to 

you all to help get these groups off the ground. The most 

popular results of the survey were Perpetual Adoration, 

Men’s and Women’s Groups, and book club.    

 am happy to announce that with the completion of the 

Mary, Mother of God Adoration Chapel, we have begun 

the process of working toward having (almost) perpetual 

adoration at St. John’s. Our goal is to eventually have 

participation in Eucharistic Adoration such that we are 

                                        
11 For more information on St. Faustina and the Divine Mercy devotion go 
to thedivinemercy.org.   Quotes and information in this article were taken 
from Divine Mercy Explained by Fr. Michael Gaitley.       

able to adore 24 hours a day, 5 days a week. That’s 120 

hours of Adoration a week! Currently, we are at 16 hours of 

adoration a week. And though it leaves us a long way from 

our original goal; before the completion of the chapel we 

only offered 1 ½ hours of adoration per week.  This increase 

means that we already have more than ten times the 

opportunities to participate in adoration than we did prior 

to the chapel’s completion. That in itself is a great blessing! 

For those who are not yet participating, please consider 

adding an hour of adoration to your weekly schedule.  Help 

us to reach our short-term goal of 40 hours per week by 

Christmas. There is no better gift we can give Jesus than 

ourselves!  

n regards to the other three ministries, men’s group, 

women’s group, and book club have yet to be started.  It 
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is my hope that we will do so soon.  However, for these 

things to be successful they need people who are dedicated 

to making them so. But to get people to dedicate themselves 

to something new it is also vital to have a clear vision of 

what the group is and what it is seeking to accomplish.  I 

hope to provide this vision here, and I hope it will inspire 

the men and women of our parish to join in the founding of 

these groups.      

o begin, the men’s and women’s groups’ primary goal 

would be to help parishioners meet other men and 

women from the parish so they can help and encourage 

each other to strive for holiness.  In other words, they 

would seek to promote virtuous friendships centered on the 

love of Jesus Christ. I see these groups meeting once a 

month for various informal activities to grow in fellowship.  

Further, as the groups grow, members of the groups would 

be given the opportunity to meet in more formal, self-

directed small groups, which seek a more intimate 

fraternity among members. Some groups may choose to go 

over a book or a Church document together. Others may 

choose to participate in certain spiritual practices and 

devotions. But the main purpose would be to provide 

support and encouragement in the joys and struggles of 

pursuing holiness. Lastly, these groups would become an 

opportunity for our parishioners to evangelize by inviting 

others to participate in the events and small groups. A 

practical way of starting this might be to get a group 

together to do a self-led retreat such as: 33 Days to 

Morning Glory or another method of Marian 

Consecration, 33 Days to Merciful Love, Consoling the 

Heart of Jesus, or (for the men) doing Exodus 90 together.  

he book club I envision being an opportunity for 

communal intellectual formation through the reading 

of great literature.  The book club would meet once or twice 

a month, at the discretion of the group, to discuss the 

current book.  The goal of this group would be to discuss 

how various authors handle some of life’s most difficult 

questions and to examine their answers in the light of the 

Catholic faith. Questions discussed might include: Does the 

author of this work handle a particular theme in a way 

coherent with the Catholic faith? In what ways does the 

Catholic faith influence this writer’s approach to portraying 

certain realities or resolving different conflicts? Does the 

sacramental world-view influence the way in which this 

author writes?  

hough not all the authors would need be Catholic 

authors, the lens through which they would be 

investigated would be with an eye to deepening our 

understanding of the relationship between authors’ various 

ideas and the truths of the Catholic faith.  At times, the 

group may pick a theme and choose to explore it through 

the perspectives of various authors for a few consecutive 

months.  Themes may include sin; grace and redemption; 

the problem of evil and suffering; friendship; providence, 

etc. 

f anyone is interested in seeing these things become a 

reality in our parish please contact me at the parish 

office or let me know when you see me around the parish.  

I believe these ministries would be greatly enriching for our 

parishioner’s lives and I will work with you to make them a 

reality.  But, for these ministries to happen it will require 

individuals who are willing to give their time in service to 

others. If you feel called to one of these communal ways of 

growing in faith, please take time in prayer asking Jesus if 

He is calling you to be a part of the founding of these 

groups.  

-   Zachary Wald, Director of Stewardship 

24 Hours for the Lord
n the Extraordinary Jubilee Year of Mercy of 2016, one 

of the ways Pope Francis asked for the Jubilee to be 

celebrated was through the “24 Hours for the Lord” 

initiative. This initiative called for each diocese to have one 

church open, with confessions available, for a period of 24 

hours.  The purpose of this initiative was, according to the 

Holy Father, to help us “place the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation at the centre [of our lives] once more in such 

a way that it will enable people to touch the grandeur of 

God’s mercy with their own hands.”  The Holy Father 
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desires that by receiving God’s mercy ourselves, in the 

sacrament of confession, we will become better able to 

share the reality of His mercy with those we encounter.  

Pope Francis desires that we, as Catholics, have a real 

tangible experience of God’s mercy by which we can then 

testify to those who do not yet know it.    

his year, Pope Francis asked each diocese to once 

again participate in this initiative on March 9th and 

10th. Bishop Kagan, in response to this call of the Holy 

Father, decided that not only would one church be open for 

24 hours, but one church in each of the diocese’s five 

deaneries. Our parish was selected to be the host for the 

Minot Deanery and the event took place there from 3 PM 

Friday, March 9th until 3 PM Saturday, March 10th.   The 

event began with exposition of the Blessed Sacrament and 

Fr. Richter leading the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  Eucharistic 

Adoration continued throughout the 24 hours, and there 

was at least one priest available to hear confessions at all 

times. The event ended with Fr. Richter again leading the 

Divine Mercy Chaplet, Benediction, and Reposition of the 

Blessed Sacrament. 

hough the amount of people who participated in the 

24 Hours for the Lord was less than expected, the 

event was still very successful. First, many people came to 

take advantage of the opportunity to adore our Lord. While 

for most of the 24 hours only one person was committed at 

each hour, there were often 4-10 people who were present 

with our Lord. It was beautiful to see so many taking 

advantage of the opportunity to spend time with the Lord 

in this intimate way. Reflecting on the event, one can also 

see it as beautifully fulfilling the goals of the Holy Father.  

That our priests remained ready to hear confessions, to 

offer the mercy of the Lord to those who turn to him in 

repentance - even in the middle of the night when the 

chances that someone would come were slim - is a great 

image of the Father’s attitude toward us. He pours out His 

love upon us, always waiting for us to turn to Him - to 

convert - and receive His love. Further, their presence, even 

in the middle of the night, showed the importance the 

Church places on this sacrament. She views it as a 

necessary remedy for our sins, and thus desires that it be 

abundantly available. That the priests’ presence revealed 

these truths alone is enough to consider the event a success.  

ay we thank God constantly for the gift of His 

priests, and may we be constant in praying that 

their ministry will reveal the glory of Christ to those whom 

they serve.  

Lenten Stewardship Recap 
his Lent, stewardship was lived out in a number of 

ways at St. John’s.  There was, of course, the ways in 

which parishioners live out Stewardship year-round such 

as fulfilling liturgical ministries, participating in our 

Knights of Columbus council and volunteering to work 

various events throughout the year. However, specific to 

Lent, there was also the Lenten Soup and Sandwich, the 

Lenten Bible Study, and Compline.   

he tradition of having Soup and Sandwich dinners 

during Lent continued this year at St. John’s.  Each 

Thursday, following daily mass at 5:30 PM, parishioners 

gathered for a simple meal and fellowship. Each week the 

soup and sandwiches were generously provided by various 

organizations and groups at St. John’s. Thank you to 

everyone who helped make these dinners a success by 

providing soup and sandwiches and giving your time to 

clean up afterwards. 

n Thursday evenings after the Soup and Sandwich 

dinner, and again on Sunday evenings, about 20 

parishioners also participated in a bible study.  The theme 

of this bible study was prayer and was taken from the Lectio 

series created by the Augustine Institute. This study, which 

included discussion and video components, was led by 

Zach Wald with video presentations by Dr. Tim Gray. The 

main focus of this study was the ancient prayer practice of 

Lectio Divina.  Translated this means divine reading. Dr. 

Gray presented this method for praying with the scriptures, 

while at the same time expounding the scriptural view of 
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prayer as a dialogue initiated by God to which we respond. 

This view of prayer was described by one parishioner as a 

“paradigm shift.”  This was not an uncommon reaction. For 

many attendees, this conception of prayer was new and 

eye-opening. Bertha Wald said:  

The lessons that were given . . .  

Thursday evenings during lent have helped me 

grow up in a special way in my prayer life.  It has 

taken me from childhood prayer, which was okay, 

to encountering God in a more intense 

way.  Studying the scriptures and learning to 

meditate, and then listen to God, by keeping silent, 

was very much the focus.  Spending an hour a 

week in adoration, in the chapel, has taken on a 

new meaning and is such a special way to connect 

with the Lord. 

 If any are interested in experiencing what those who 

attended did, the videos and resources can be found online 

at formed.org and can be accessed using our parish code: 

fnn8cc.  

astly, during Lent our parish also chanted Compline 

or night prayer. Though the group that participated in 

this liturgy was small, they were a dedicated group. They 

came each week and they continued to work to learn the 

various chants of the liturgy throughout Lent.  May God 

grant that their devotion to praising Him in this liturgy 

bear spiritual fruit in their lives.      

hank you to everyone who helped make these events a 

success. It is by your generosity and dedication to the 

parish that we are able to provide these opportunities for 

fellowship, formation, and worship. 
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My little children, I am writing this to you so 

that you may not sin; but if any one does sin, 

we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous; and he is the expiation for 

our sins, and not for ours only but also for the 

sins of the whole world. And by this we may be 

sure that we know him, if we keep his 

commandments. He who says “I know him” but 

disobeys his commandments is a liar, and the 

truth is not in him; but whoever keeps his word, 

in him truly love for God is perfected. By this 

we may be sure that we are in him:  he who says 

he abides in him ought to walk in the same way 

in which he walked  

- 1 John 2:1-6 

 
Wisdom from Pope Emeritus 

Benedict XVI 
God cannot simply ignore man’s disobedience 

and the evil of history; he cannot treat it as if it 

were inconsequential or meaningless.  Such 

“mercy”, such “unconditional forgiveness” 

would be … “cheap grace” … That which is 

wrong, the reality of evil, cannot simply be 

ignored; it cannot just be left to stand.  It must 

be dealt with; it must be overcome. Only this 

counts as true mercy.  And the fact that God now 

[in Christ] confronts evil himself, because men 

are incapable of doing so – therein lies the 

unconditional goodness of God, which can never 

be opposed to truth or the justice that goes with 

it. 

- Jesus of Nazareth: Part Two Holy Week 
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Coming Soon! St. John’s Parish App  
St. John’s is excited to announce the release of our own parish app. Expected April 15, this new app will be available for 
parishioners to download on both Apple iPhones and Android phones. 
We expect the features and capabilities of our new app to foster a stronger sense of community and faith in the daily 
lives of all parishioners. St. John’s will be able to communicate quickly and easily with all parishioners via messages 
and notifications to keep you in the loop. You will then be able to quickly reply to messages or RSVP for upcoming 
events. 
Other features will include: 

- the daily readings read at Mass, 
- the latest Catholic news from around the world, 
- Catholic podcasts and catechetical resources to foster personal formation,  
- an easy-to-reference list of Catholic prayers with prayer requests, 
-  a helpful examination of conscience and next confession reminder, 
- a reminder feature called “Mass Mode,” for Mass and confession. This includes phone silencing notification 
to help encourage us all to be more present while at Mass  
- Fr. Richter’s Homilies 

 and much more…  
 
This app offers a lot of capabilities for improving parish communication and serving as a faith building resource. It is 

well designed and should become a real asset to complement our daily faith lives. 
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